
SUBMITTING YOUR MASTER TO SoundsAtlanta:

The key to a good master is to submit the “Pre-Master” CD in a format that gives the
engineer maximum flexibility to work on your sound.

An audio-playable CD should be provided at 44.1KHz, 16-BIT sample rate. This ids the
standard. Alternately, a CD can be provided at 48KHz, 24-BIT sample rate.

All material should be in the correct order you would like on the final master CD.

Provide about FIVE seconds before the first track, and after the last track, with the same
in between. In cases where tracks mix together, provide a typed list of transition time
points. This is the time from the START of the first track where the next track starts.
With some mixes, it is not always easy to tell, and will prevent mistakes.

Do not use excessive limiting, and make sure the level is about 4 to 6 DB BELOW “0". This
preserves transients, and gives us the ability to work with the material better. Don’t
worry! There is no hiss in digital (unless it was added by a sample or piece of
equipment). The result will be fine, and plenty loud.

Include your name, contact number with area code, artist name and project title.

For extended coding such as text and ISRC codes, please submit a typed list with the
track TITLES and associated ISRC codes along with your CD.

We DO NOT accept MP-3 files to master unless it is the only available format.

WHAT is TEXT ENCODING?

When a radio station, satellite service or CD player is equipped with text display, the
information encoded on the CD is displayed. This usually includes the title of the song
and the artist. If the source is NOT set up to transmit this information, it will not be
displayed.

WHAT is an ISRC CODE?

The International Standard Recording Code (ISRC), defined by ISO 3901, is an international
standard code for uniquely identifying sound recordings and music video recordings. 

ISRC registrant codes are allocated by national ISRC agencies to both corporations and
individuals. The usual practice is to do this free of charge, but national agencies may make a
reasonable charge to cover their costs.

Format of an ISRC:

ISRC codes are always 12 characters long, in the form "CC-
XXX-YY-NNNNN" (The hyphens are not part of the ISRC
code itself, but codes are often presented that way in print to
make them easier to read.) The four parts are as follows:
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"CC" is the appropriate for the registrant two-character 
country code. 

"XXX" is a three character alphanumeric registrant code,
uniquely identifying the organisation which registered the
code. Typically, the appropriate regulating body in each
country will issue a three letter code to each record label. 

"YY" is the last two digits of the year of registration (NB not
necessarily the date the recording was made) 

"NNNNN" is a unique 5-digit number identifying the
particular sound recording. 

For example, GBEMI0300013.

The RED BOOK CD digital audio standard enables the
encoding of ISRCs onto CDs.

To get your codes, go to this site:

http://www.ifpi.org/content/section_resources/isrc.html

HOW LONG does it take to finish a master?

This varies. Sometimes a few hours, and sometimes a day or more. It all depends on how
much work must be done on the material.

For more information, please call SoundsAtlanta at (404) 329-9438.
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